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Haberdafliers-Hall, November 30th, 

On Occafion of 

The tremendous Earthquake at Lisbon^ 

November i. 1755. 



By THOMAS GIBBONS. 



-Hinc miferabili 



Quaffata terrarum tumuitu. 

Stare pavept titubantque regna, 
Unaque tandem funditus obruunt 
Gives ruina. Scat cacicus cinis — 
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f R E F A C E, 



THE following praftical Dif- 
courfe being entirely devoted 
to the dreadful Event that occafioned 
it, and containing Ibme folemn and 
facred Inftrudions and Ufes, the 
Author of it determined to give it a 
wider Spread than what it could pof- 
fibly receive from the Pulpit, and 
accordingly ventures it to the' Pub- 
lic View ; encouraging his Hopes 
that it will meet with a candid Peru- 
fal, from the general and indifpen- 
{ible Obligations upon Mankind fe- 
rioufly to regard and improve this 
terriblq Vifitation, and from the Du- 
ty of all, according to their refped- 
ive Stations in Life, to concur with 
their utmoft Powers to promote and 

fecure 
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fecure fuch a falutary and important 
plQd. 

What an awfi^l and alarming 
Jumfture of Time J War is preparing 
jits Thunders, and has begun its 
bloody Havoc! Conflagration has 
confumed a great Part of * one of 
the capital Cities of our Worlds and 
Earthquake has buried anptlier ! f l^he 
JLaon hath roared^ who will not fear f 
"The Lord hath fpokeffy "Who can hut 
Prophefy P 

f Refprlng to the late terrible FJre at ConJIantinople, 

f Amos iii. 8^ 
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Lord, I have heard thy Speech, and .<basi 
afraid: O Lord, revive thy Work in*t^^\ 
miaji of the Tears, in the midftofthe Tearfyl]: 
make known -, in Wrath remember Mercy. ' . «; / ^ 
O Lord, I have heard thy Speech. '*.•//. 
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ry^HE.laft Wefek has brought us an 
Account of a late tremendous Earth- 
quake at Lijbm, a very fair, tich^ 
and noble Cityi and the Metropolis of the 
Kingdom of Pertugah Not only the royal 
iPalace, the Churches, and moft of the 
lately Buildings have been deftroycd by 
this difmal Calamity*, but the Lives, it 
is to be feared^ of many Thoufands of 
Inhabitants have perifhed in the general 
Defolation. Alarm and Diftrefs are now 
fpread every where among us, and fo touch 
the more, as the mercantile Intercfts of thefe 
Kingdoms are fo deeply concerned in this 
dreadful Cataftrophe. Need I then to make 
any Apology for endeavouring to turn, or ■ 
rather (for they are turned^ I doubt not, 
filready) to fanftify and cJbnfccrate your 

A Thoughts 

^ It has been repoited fince, diatfome detefbble ViU 
huns fee Fire to the Palace, and one of the Churches. 
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Thoughts-jjjpDh this awful Subje<9: ? For I 
intend not to addrefs you as an Hiftorian or a 
News^^X^riter, nor as a natural Philofopher, 
but ks'^L' Miftifter of JefusChrift, who is fin- 
Cferely concerned to promote your fpiritual 
.and-'immortal Benefit, while I am difcour- 
...j'Jping upon the late terrible Event, from the 

'"•/Words I have now read. O Lord. I have 

• • , ' ' 

V' b^ard thy Speech ! 

The Words are a Part of the Prayer^ as 
it is called, Verfe i . of Habakkuk upon Si- 
gionoth I that is,j/Sr Errors ^^ nftcaning the 
Errors or Sins of the People ; or, underftand- 
ing Sigionoth as referring to Mufic, it miay 
4eOote a wandering or various Ode -f*. The 
lyjext Verfe begins the Prayer of the Pro- 
^et, and that in the Words of our Text> 
O Lordy I have beard thy Speech : As if he 

' fljoi^d fay, " O Lord, I, as a Prophet, in- 
•^ ftr^fted and commiflioned by thee, have 
*• heard thy Declaration concerning thy Judg- 
** mpnt^ impending over us,jn giving up thy 

- «« People to the Power and Ravages of the 
^\ Chaldeans y whofe Terrors and Violence I 
«« hgve by thine Order largely defcribed and 
«« declared. J". And have we not heard, 
tW pot by Prophecy y yet by Pro^idencey the 

Speech 

•j- CanttQ erratica^ qu« non lino Metrorum generc confta^ 
bat, fed ex varie intercurrentibus conflata erat, k mira dclec- 
tandi vi gaudebau Vidt Gavim Stockii. 

J Chap, i. 5 — u. 
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Speech of the Almighty, in the late Defokw. 
tions of Fire, in the CommotioHS and Havoc 
o£Wary aird now, within thefc few Days, in 
the tremendous Earthqtmke at Lifboriy which 
has, in a few Minutes, turaed a fplendid and 
populous City into a ruinous Heap ? " But 
** what Sort of Speech, may it be afked, ctecs 
** this dreadful Providence contain, or what 
** are the facred and ufeful Leffons we may 
^* gather from it ?'* I aniwer, much every 
Way, particularly in the following Refpedls. 

I. There is an amazing Exertion of th6 
divine Power in the late Earthquake. Oh ! 
how great is the divine Power ! This we 
have learnt jfrom Scripture, this vrt have 
learnt from the Rolls of Hiftory, and this 
we daily learn from the Univerfc around us, 
that is full of the wonderful Power of God^ 
in the Extent, Glories, and Harmony of the 
Creation. And may we not fee the divine 
Power in the late dreadful Calamity, which, 
ia a few Minutes, has buried, under the Heap 
of its own Ruins, a royal and magnificent 
City, and turned thofe very Houfes, which 
were built for the Safety and Commerce, 
and, it may be, for the Luxury and Pride of 
their Inhabitants, into Sepulchres of Deftruc- 
tion ? It was a Thought which ftruck my 
Mind, andpoffibly it might yours, upon hear- 
ing this awful Event, that, while the Nations 
or the Earth, the little Worms of our 

A 2- * Globe, 
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•Olobe, were fall of Anger and Fury, an4 
hreathbg out Tbreatpings and Slaughter 
againft one another, (he Alisiighty was de- 
termined to interpofe in tht^ Commotion, 
and, by fhaking the Pillars of the World, 
fhcw -the angry Nations that he could as 
cafily fweep us away from the Face of the 
Earth, with all our Pride and Power, as a 
little Caft of Duft will allay a contending 
. Tumult of Bees or Wafps, or a cold Blaft 
fwecp oflfand deftroy an innumerable Swarm 
of Summer-infedts. We talk, we boaft of 
Power, but behold the Power of the Deity ! 
* Earthquakes as well as Pejiilence go be^ 
fore bim^ and burning Coals go forth at 
his Feet. A City l^ge and magnificent 
ftands firm ^nd ftrong in all the GreatT 
* nefs of its Extent, and the Pride of itq 
Grandeur in the Morning. The Inhabitants 
go to their fe veral Eniploy inents ; fpmp to their 
hard Labour, their Trade, or their Comptr 
ing-houfes : fome are at their Dreffing-room, 
and putting on their Ornaments qf Apparel : 
pthers fire faunterii^g and trifling, and know 
pot how to deftroy the Hours that lie be- 
tween them and the Delights qf the Opera, 
the Ball, or the guilty Affignation. The 
Mifcr is counting over his Stores qf Gold ; 
the ambitioqs Man is contriving how he may 
fife higher in the Scale qf Honour ; the 

Statcf: 

f Haba^kul^ iii. $. 
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Statefman's Breaft is big with the Pilocy andi 
Fate of Nations ; and the pale-eyed Student 
}s poring over the philofophic or hiftorica} 
Page, There^s the gloomy Inquifitor pre- 
paring for his infernal Work> and medita-f 
ting what new Machines and Inj(lrumcnt$ 
of Torture he (hall invent for obftinate Here-^ 
ticks. The blindly Religious arc tclKng their 
Beads, running over their y^ve Marys and 
Pater-No/iers, crofling their Foreheads with 
holy Water, or kiffing a fenfelefs Image, 
while the Prieft is (landing in all his facred 
Pageantry, and pretending to turn the Wa- 
fers into a God. Others, and thefe not a 
few, are afleep in their Beds, and have but 
jately gone to Reft from the laft Night's Dp^ 
t>auch and Riot. On a fudden the Almighty 
(hakes the Earth. All is An^azement and 
Alarm, All their Schemes, Defigns, Em-, 
ploymcnts, and Slun^bers arc broken o£F, 
^vcry Heart meditates' Terror, every Cheek 
turns pale, and their Kne^s fmite one againft^ 
another. Before they can recov(?r from their 
Surprifc, another Shock comes ! the Furni- 
ture, the Walls, the Ropfs, the Founda-. 
tions of the Houfes tremble, reel to and fro^ 
break afunder, and daih one againft another : 
and down defcend in an Inftant whole Ranges 
;and Streets of Buildings^ and bear along with 
them, in the immeafurable Deftrudion, not 
pnly the Subftance, the Treafures of Gold 
8 and 
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and Silver they contained, but the Inha- 
bitants, Men, Wonicn, and Children, that 
dwelt in them, all whof? Shrieks, and Cries, 
aiid Gmans are not fo much as heard in the 
iUiiufferable Noife! Hufbandg and their 
Wives, Parents .and their dear Babes, Maf- 
tQFS and Servants, high and low, rich and 
poor, fink and perifb in the fame promifcii- 
ous. Ruin^ Some few, with battered Limbs, 
gbarftly Eyes, and the living Image of De- 
fpair in their Countenances, emerge from the 
Wreck, but cannot tell where their Subftance 
or Relations are* or whither to fly for Safety. 
*Tis as. if tiierc was a Diflblution of Nature, 
or as if Heavea had at once erufhed the City 
with the whole Weight of Omnipotence, 
and Hell had opened its Gulphf ftom be- 
neath in devouring Flames! Fires mingk 
with the vaft Defolation, and horribly \U 
lumlnate, and f^-ev^l upon the thigk gloomy 
Clouds of Smoke and A(hes, and what the 
Earthquake has fpared, this enraged and 
boifterous Element is comnndflioned to dt-^ 
ftroy.; and he who fends an Account of 
this^ dreadful Catailrophe date? his Letter 
from thcPhcc fwheret'isBou onc^ /iced ! Such 
^a the EiF:^ds of the Almighty's Power, 
whca be arifes to Jhake terrtbl^- the E(irth \ 
One Difplofion of his Artillery, one Touch 
pf his Hand, in a Way qf Vengeance, caa. 

♦ Ift, ii. 19. 
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produce aU this Deftrudlion. ^he Moun-* 
tains quake at biniy and the Hills melty and 
the Earth is burnt at his Prefence 3 yea^ the 
Worldy and all who dwell therein. Who can 

Jland before bis Indignation ? And who can 
abide- in the Fiercenefs of his Anger ? His Fury 
is poured out like Fire^ and the Rocks are 

thrown down by him* But with an over^ 

running Flood be will make an utter End of 
the Place thereof, and Darknefs Jhall purfHB 
bis Enemies *. Hafi thou an Arm like God% 
or canfl thou thunder with a Voice like him -f** 
He looks on the Earth, and it trembles 5 h& 
touches the Hills, and they fmoke %. Who 
knows tbe Power of thine A^ger ? Even, ac^. 

• cording to thy Fear,fo is thy Wrath jj. Atid, 
his Dominion is an everU^ing Dominion, ^md 
bis Kingdom is from Generation to Generations- 
4!ind all the Inhabitants of the Earth are re^ 
puted as nothing -, and he does according to his 
Willy in the Army ofHeawn, and amoitg the 
Inhabitants of the Earth: and none can Hay 
his Hand, or fay unto him. What doefi thout § 
What Dcvaftatioa and Mifery can the Al- 
mighty crowd into a few Moments, if he 
pleafes j and he, who fo fuddenly overthrew 
Sodom and Gomorrah, can as, loon deftrojr 
Ufbon Of liondon. With bim nothing is im^\ 
poj^le **. 

11. la 

* Nahiua. L 5 -. 8. t Job xl. 9- t P<al* civ. 3 a?' 
' I Pfal.xc. II- §Oan.iv. 35. ♦* Matth. xix- 26* 



tl. tn the late Earthquake we fnay beliol^ 
<ia. awful Difplay ©f the Divine Juftice. t 
do not pretend to fay that the Inhikitants of 
Xji/bonvi^K greater Sinners than the InhaW^ 
tants of other Cities 5 or, that we may infer, 
fuperior Crimes from fuperior Calamities* 
Our Lord has prevented us from drawing fuch 
harfh Conclufions. T'hei-e were prefent at that 
Seafonfome who told him of the Galileans ^ whofe 
' Blood Ft late had mingled with their Sacrifices i 
end yejusy anjnvering^ fatd unto them^ Sup^ 
pofe ye that thefe Galileans were Sinners y above * 
all the Galileans^ becaufe they ficffered Jucb 
^hingst Itellyouy nay : but^ except ye repent^ 
yejhall all likewife perijh. Or thofe Eighteen^ 
upon whom the T^ower in Siloam felly andjlem 
tbemy think ye that they were Sinners above all 
Men that dwelt at Jerufalem f ItellyoUy nay i 
huty concept ye repent y ye Jfjall all likewife 
perifh -[•• But, though we, ought not to con- 
clude againft Perfons,* that they are greater 
Sinners than others becaufe they are extraor- 
dinarily afBidled, yet we muft trace Sorrows 
and Diflreiles tofome Caufe, and thatCaufe *i 

t Luke xiii. i — 5. 
* That Second Caufe^ are only the Inftruments of the 
great God, or, that we qught to look thro' all tfie Opera* 
tionsof Nature to Him, as theGovernor of the Univerie,' 
I endeavoured to make appear in the following Letter, 
printed in the General Evening Poji of April 19, 1750, 
foon after two Shocks of an Earthquake in London \ and 
as it fuits my Purpofe, I will give it a Place in the Margin. 

SIR, 
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as all Caufes are under the Controul, and 
are held in Dependance upon the Firft Caufe, 
or the great God himfelf, muft be eithef 
the foverSign and unfeirchable Pleafure 
of Deity, inflidting natural Evil without 
the Provocation of Guilt, dr muft be the 

juft 

SIR, 

I have been informed that the late Alarm of Earth- 
<iuake not only difFufed its Teri-ors to Mankind, but 
even to the Animals that were in our Streets and ouf 
Fields. But as we tranfcend the Animals, as we are 
Creatures endowed with intelledlual Powers, and ca-^ 
pable of Relioion, fo I would hope that we (hall give 
Proof of our Reafon and Reli&ion, by looking beyond 
fecond Caufes to the great God of all, who loudly de- 
mands from us, in the late Shocks, oUr Veneratioil and. 
Obedience. 

Though the Author and Sovereign of Nature itiay^ 
in this awful Event, have employed Second Caufes as 
the Inftruments of his Dlfpleafure agairtft a finful City, 
yet I befeech the Inhabitants of it not to add this to all 
their other Iniquities, a Denial or Difregard of art over- 
ruling Providence. 

Without doubt, the great God, whert he denounced 
Peftilence, Famine, War, and the like direful Calami- 
ties, to the Ifraelites, intended to accomplifli his Threat- 
ntngs by the Mediation of Second Caufes ; and yet, i^ 
we fearch the Sacred Books, where the Divine Threat- 
nings are recorded, we (hall find that fuch tremendous 
Events were refolved by the Prophets into the divine 
Agency or Permiffion. 

We are taught from Scripture to conceive of God, as 
upholding all Things by the Word of his Power ; we are led 
to believe that of him ^ and U him^ and through him^ are 
ail Things \ that in him we live^ and mcUe^ and have our 
Beings i and that h him all Thing s eonji/i -^ artd fu rely fuch 

B • Rjepiefent^tion^j 
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juft Refentments of the Almighty agimft 
Offenders. If we fay the firft/ tct U^ 
confider well what we fay: w^ fay thact 
God may afBidt and torment innocent dhd 
obedient Creatures : and if he may do it otice, 
may he not do it twice and thrice> arid fo' 

for 

Reprefentations of the Deity dire£l us to concJcivc of him 
as by an immediate Energy fuftaining the World he has 
made; and therefore we are not to fufFer our Thoughts 
to fiagnate, when any fuch awful Events, as have lately 
alarmed our Gity, artfe, in any InOruments the great God 
may ufe, but through the Medium we are to regard and 
reverence the Almighty, and conftant Governour of AH, 

Methinks the Voice of Reafon joins with the Deda- 
yations of Scripture. Reafon teth us that God is the 
Creator of all Things, and confequently that he furni(hes 
his CreatureS) whether animate or inanimate, with aH 
their Qualities and Powers. Will not Reafon fairther 
approve, when we fay that God, who has made, pre* 
ferves all Things ? For how can it be imagined that the 
continual Harmonies and Wondersof the Univerfe can 
be maintained without thd perpetual Confervation of 
thofe Laws by which the vaft Structure of Nature is go- 
verned ? And where (hall we find Wifdom and Power 
fufficient for this great Work (hort 6f that Being whofe 
Wifdom and Power produced tht amazing Syftem ? 

I'he Heathens^ when they Were vifited with any fuch 
dreadful Events as have lately awakened our Terror, fled 
to their Gods for Refuge, as the Mariners in the Tempeft 
recorded in Jonah ; and fhall we be worfe than Pagans f 
or, Ihall we relapfe into Epkurean'tfm^ and imagine a 
Deity who takes no Cognifance of, and exerts no i*ow- 
crs in the World about us, and hereby at one fatal Blow 
cut ofF our Fear, Dependancc, Hope, and Confolation 
in -that God, wi ofe we are, and whona we ought to 
fervc ? 

* The 
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for ever ? A Sentiment mfethinks that we 
Ihoald not haftily admit into our Creed/ 
as it cajries upon its Face fuch an unkind 
Imputattion upon Deity, as it dilTolves fome 
of the njoft powerful and eflential Obliga- 
tions, to Hplinefs, and opens a Scene of in- 

^ conceivable' 

■ ■ • 

Tik £KcIuQon of the Deity from fuch alarming 
Events 'as tiave lately Ihocked us will afford but littleCom- 
fbrt,' if the Ground ihould open under our Feet, and 
threaten to fwaliow us i4p: 4nd what greater Lenitive 
wiB theperfon who believes ap Earthquake to be a mere 
Chance) find above the Perfon ^ho believes that it is 
God that cleaves the Earth afunder, to anfwer fome Pur* 
pofe or another peifeflly wife, and worthy of his fupreme 
Adminiftration ? Nay, WjlJ not a Confidence in the 
Q^ity as the Govemour pf all Things, and a welL- 
grpunded Hope in his infinite Mercy, fupportand cheriih. 
^e Mind in the Profpeft of fuch a Danger, and in the 
very Seafon of its Attack ? He that (huts out God from 
dui* World, does juft as much Service as he, who, was 
it in his Power, mould pluck the Sun froni his Sphere, 
or extinguifb his univerfal Light and benign^t Influ* 
ences. 

Let the Inhabitants therefore of London know, 
^^t, if there is an Evil in the City, the great Gpd ha« 
done it, and with one Heart and Soul revere his Juftice, 
tremble at his Power, forfake their Iniquities, and turn 
to God with fincere Repentance, and a Faith in the Me- 
rits and Mediation of his Son Jefus Chrlft, left, for % 
Neglj^ of the Beginning of the Divine Judgments, 
ai^ our Sorrows, God ibould be provoked bv another 
ipor^ dreadful Shock to bury us in the Ruins ot our own 
Houjjes, or fend us alive into the Pit of Deftrudion^ 
Such a Regard ?iqd Improvement of the Divine Judg- 
laents, is the finc^e Wiih pf . 

Yours, 
B2 PUBLICUS. 
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eoncclvablc Terror and Mifcry among the 
intelligent and rational Creation. Nor is it 
enough to fay, " That thefe difmal Events 
'V happen with a Defign for our Difcipline 
V* and future Good;" for what Advantage 
are the Thoufands at Lisbon that have been 
crqfhed to Death, likely tp receive from this 
terrible Calamity ? The better Way methmks, 
that we ought to take in accounting for thefe/ 
direful Events, is to refolve them into the 
Divine Jiiftice, or to grant that they are the 
Bffedls of the Divine Refentment againft 
Sin ', and that though God, when he is 
pleafed to punifli, may choofe out whom be 
will.ih a guilty World as the Examples of 
.Puniflimeht, as a King out of a Nuthber of 
eqtial Matefaftors may execute fome and 
fpare btHers, yet that he never afflids any 
fef 'his ' Creatures without Sin, as the pro- 
curing C^fe. Such a Sentiment as this, 
metKinks, - well agrees with the Belief 
of d. God as a Governor of the World, 
Well'agtees with the univerfal Guilt of Man- 
kind, and above all, correfponds with 
\x\\c Scripture Revelation. In the Scrip- 
tures we learn that God is righteous in all 
his tFaySy and holy in all bis Works3 He 
doth not affiiEi willingly y nor grieve the ChiU 
dren of Men, to cfujh under his Feet all the 
Priforiersof the Earthy to turn qfi^ tht Right 

* Pfal. adv. 17; 
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ff a Man before the .Face of the MoJiHigh^ 
to fubvert a Man in his Caufe the Lord ap^ 
proves not, \ Wars, Peftilences, Famines, 
Fire, and Earthquake are threatned as Pu- 
nifhments for Sin, particularly where God 
Jeclares, ^ou Jhalt be vifited of the Lord of 
Hojis with thundery and with Rarthquake^ 
and great Noife^ with Storm and T^mpeB^ 
and the Flame of. devouring Fire.% And tnc 
Apoftle Faul afcribcs Death to Sin as its 
Caufe ; and, if Death is the OfKpring of Sia, 
muft we not of Coorfe refolve 9II his fur- 
rounding Terrors, fuch as Sicknefs, Pain, 
and various Sorrow to the iame Parent? 
Wherefi^e as by one "Man Sin entered into the 
Worlds and Death by Sin ; and fo Death 
pajfed upon all Men for that all have Sinned^* 
I will only add in Proof of this Point, that 
if our Afflidbions and Diftrefles are not to be 
confidered as the Judgments of God upon us 
for oi(r Sins, thefe two Confequences feem 
to me ncceflarily to follow -, the firft, |hat 
we fhould be deprived of a cogent and pow- 
erful Argument for our Repentance and Re- 
turn to God, for we fliould never look upon 
our Sorrows as the EiSeds of Sin, and fo 
fhould not be excited to Contrition and Hu- 
miliation before God upon its Account, or, in 
the Language of the Prophet, Our own Wick* 
fdnefs would not correSi usy nor our own Back^ 

Jlidings 
;^ Lam. iii* 33. 36. ^ If. xxix. 6; % Ronu v. I2« 
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Jli dings r^rove us 5 nor Jhouli W ^^9^ fy 
cur J^^iionsy that it is an evil ^ing and 
bitter tb^t fwe ,bave forfaken the Lordy and 
that his Fear is not in us.* The other mifi. 
cjhievcHis Coniequenoe refulting frotn fuch a 
&ntiaient as that Sin is not theCaufeoifAf- 
iliftiori^ .lyxMiId I^, that it would l^ iqipofQble 
for. us to kno^ ^at there can be a Judgment 
€4*004 upon us ; for, if our Calamities do not' 
iwing from 5in as the Original^ how can we in 
this Wprld, where we Ij^rn God by his Ope- 
rations and EfFe<3i6, and not by a Sight or Con- 
v^ipCb with himfelf, ever be aflured that we are 
jHinilhed for our Ij[)iquities ? And thus we fhall 
he led Into this ftrangeNqrtipn* ThatitisuncerV 
tjin whether God treat? us ^t all in this Wqrld as ' 
mr(iljiget^s^ytht Beftowal of Bleffing on one 
^jde, and by the Execution of bis Anger on the 
other. . IJpopthc whole then, we conclude that 
there is aaavyful Difplayof the Divine juftice 
jfi the late Earthquake at Lijbon \ and, thougl) 
we don't affirm, being guarded by our Lor4 
from fuch raih Cenfure, that the Inhabitants 
of that* City were greater Sinners than all 
Mankind befide ; yet, this we maintain, (con- 
fident with wl?at our Lord fuppofes that the 
Galileans vyere Sinners^ though not the 
grea f^ ' Sinners) that Sin was the .procuring 
C^ule of this tremendous Cfitaftrophe, and 
that it is to be accounted a Judgment, and a 

terrible 

* Jer, ii. 19- ^ 



terrible Judgment too, from the Rightedtis* 
Governor of the World. The deixioUflied' 
Jloufes, the deftroyed Inhabitants, and th^ 
dtfmal Wreck of that once gredt and popil-^ 
loins City, difplay the Divine Juftiee, an<£ 
God has written Vengeance in deep and inde-, 
liblc Chatadlers upon its Ruins. And I can- 
not bat obfervc, though I would hot affirrti 
that Lisbon was greater in Crime than all 
other Cities, and particularly than London^ 
whofe diftinguifhing Privileges and Advan- 
tages muft inconceivably aggravate its Guilt, 
that if any Judgment in the Almighty's 
Quiver feems to be chofen out as an ex- 
traordinary Punilhment for extraordinary 
Sin, I ftiould be apt to conclude it was fuch 
an Earthquake as that which has lately hap- 
pened. It is what is in its own Nature, frottS 
its fwift and uncontroulable Defolation, iri- 
expreffibly dreadful, and it is neirly a-kift 
to the Overthrow of Sodom and Gomdrrha^ 
which Event we are aflured Was the EfFeft of 
thefierceft Indignation of the Almighty, ancf 
infliifted as a Puniihment of enormous Guilt. 
And, if the Opinion I have formed con- 
cerning Lisbon be right, it was a City of 
great and crying Abominations, and particu- 
larly, there reigned the grofleft and moft 
inhuman Popery i and there the Inquifitiony 
the Emblem and the Rival of Hell, though 
now perhaps tumbled into the general Ruin^^ 

once 



[ i6 } 

once flood. Oh ! what Torture and Cru- 
elty have been there pradtifed, and thefe 
too, it may be, fomedmes upon the choiceft 
Servants of God and Chrift. This Earth- 
quake, O thou Seat of Horror and infernal 
Mifery, has fhaken thy Walls, and made' 
thine Inquifitors themfelves, who were once 
ib unconcernecl at the Tears of others, and 
£o deaf to their importunate Enti:eaties, and 
piercing Cries, exceedingly fear and quake ; 
and, it may be, fhriek and howl too for 
Helpin vain. It may be, their Place of Bar- 
barity is now become their Sepulchre, Tor- 
mentors and Tormented, once fo mutually 
detellable, are now perhaps blended together 
in one common Deftrudtion. If fo, may 
none ever, O thou Curfe, and Plague, and 
Reproach cf the World, rebuild thy Walls^ 
forge again thy Racks and Chains, fink again 
thy fubterranean Dungeons, or renew thine 
excruciating and exquiiite Torments ! 

III. This Earthquake, methinks, founds a 
loud Alarm to the Inhabitants of our Land, 
and this City in particular. Don't let us be 
vain and prefumptuous, and think that our 
Mountain ftands flrong, and that we {hall 
never be lAoved. What has befalen others 
may befal us. If Lisbon has had the full 
and unabated Stroke of Vengeance, yet our 
Coafts have had the lighter, but yet very awful 
Notices of this tremendous Vifitation. And 

befides, 
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befides, hot many Years iinice, we had two 
Alarms of Earthquake, and all this vaft City, 
through all its large Extent of Buildings, 
trembled at the Almighty's Touch ; and had 
he put forth but a little more of his Might, 
(and who could have reftrained him if 
he had fopleafed?) the lEarth under our ' 
Feet had rent afun^fer, and buried our 
Streets and People in one general Grave, As 
. to Sin, if that brings down Judgment, as 
has been (hown, what a large Fewel is there 
of this Kind, upon vvhfch the Firie of the 
Divine Indignation may kindle? Perhaps, 
guilty and vile ^Lisbon might be, yet Xot- 
donl ccnfidcring what Religion, and what 
Liberties we enjdy, is not a Whit behind, 
nay, beyond her Sifter Lisbon in. Wicked- 
nefs and Provocation. What Infidelity, even 
almoft. If not quite, to Atheifm ! What Ne- 
gled:, and Contempt of the Word of God, 
his Ordinances, and Minifters ! What Sab- 
bath-breaking, Drunk^nnefs, Bribery, Per- 
jury; Swearing, Lying, Stealing, Murders, 
Blafphlemiesf, Oppreflions, Extortion, Laf- 
civioufneft; Adultery, and might I not add, 
unnatural Impurities, are pradtifed among 
us, and thefe, in feveral Particulars, not fel- 
dom but frequent. As to the Love of Plea- 
fures, OMV Operas^ ^heatresy MafqueradfSy 
Roiasy and Revels^ thefe ^abundantly proclaim 
it: and how truly may it be faid of us, that 

C. we 
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v)e Are Lovers of Pleafures more than Lovirs 
of God *. Wc have bad one Judgment after 
another; cxpenfive and unfuccefsful War, 
formidable Rebellion in our own Bowels, long 
and grievous Dcfolatioh among our Cattfe, 
and DOW the Sword feertis to have received 
a feco'nd Commiffion to devour, but we ap- 
pear to be the fame thoughtlefs, flupid, -and 
fenfual Creatures, and if we arie alarmed for 
a Moment by fome Judgment or another^ 
like an Hurricane ruflbing over , fome flag- 
nant filthy Lake, yet we foon recover from 
our Fears, and flumber in the lame dead 
Eafe and Tranquillity over our Dregs of Pol- 
lution again. Nay, perhaps, we have learnt 
the Method of arming ourfelves againft the 
Divine Judgments, and afcribing them to 
Fortune, Chance, or fecond Caufes, t)r any 
Thing rather than the Will and Power of 
the Deity. Have we not been prefumptu- 
ous and felf-confident ? Have we not trufted 
in an Arm of Flefti ? And, though God has 
writ Humiliation upon our Pride, andcrufh- 
ed our towering Expedlations, yet ftill, I am 
afraid, we have not returned to him. We 
have Liberty, Prwileges, and Helps for fa- 
cred Knowledge and Improvement beyond 
the common Lot of the Nations around us, 
and have had great and iignal Deliverances 
wrought out for us, and yet llill we feem to 

be 
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be the fame impenitent and incorrigible 
People. Were we to caft an Eye over the 
Churches of Chrift, and take an accurate Sur- >^ 
vey of dieir State, what Declenfions and De- 
cays (hould we find here ! How little Zeal 
for God, and how little Regard to the Pu- 
rity of his Truth, and the Beauty of his Ho- 
linefs remain among us ? Iniquity abcundi^ 
and the Love oftriany waxes cold *. Wife and 
fooKJh Virgins Jlumber and Jleep together -f*. 
How little of the Work of Converfion can 
we obferve ? Who hath believed our Report y 
and to whom is the Arm of the Lord revealed J? 
And how criminally neglediful are they who 
hear the Word of its awful Nature, and ne- 
ceflary Application and Improvement ! How 
little have we of Family-Prayer, Inftruftion, 
and good Education of Children, and Ser- 
vants ? And upon how few Houfes in this 
great City may this ]\!lotto be infcribed, 
^he true Fear^ ferious and regular Wor- 
Jhip of God are in this Place ? Oh ! what 
SinS are to be found with us, even with us, 
againft the Lord our God ! How little Salt 
is there left, and how fadly is its Savour lofV, 
and its Worth diminiflicd ! Though, bleffed 
be God, there are, I truft, a few Names 
even in Lokdon, who have not defiled their 
Garments, and whofe Hearts ^nd Houfes are 

"C 2 the 
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the Temples of the living God ! The Lord 
make his People an hundred Times more 
than they are ! But ftill, who Is there who 
duly confiders thefe Things, the dreadful 
Judgment that has befalen Lijbon^ and the 
little^ little true Piety and Holinefs to be found 
in London^ but wnat may juftly take the 
Alarm, and fear what has happened to that 
lately eminent City (hould happen to us? 
That God who beheld and weighed Lifian^^ 
Guilt, before he weighed a Path for his An- 
ger, beholds and ponders the Guilt of Lon^ 
don. How foon may God overturn our City 
from its Foundations, and bury us in its 
Ruins! And whatReafon have we to appre- 
hend the Judgment of Earthquake, or fomq 
other depopulating Vengeance, if we confi- 
der the Nature, Number, Aggravations, and 
Extent of our Iniquities ? I pretend not to 
prophefy, nor pry into the Secrets ofHeaven, 
but, according to the Light of Nature, and 
the Diredions of Scripture, what can we ex- 
pedl but fome fignal Judgment, if we will 
ftill remain hardened in Impenitence, and 
bent upon our Iniquities ? 

IV. The Voice of the late Judgment 
teaches us the Inftabllity and Vanity of a 
Portion here. We fee from this late Event, 
that the. Earth, which we look upon as fo 
permanent and folid, is no fccure and ftable 
Bails for our PolTeflions. It can withdraw 

itfelf^ 
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itfelf, at the Command of God^ from our 
moft {lately Buildings, and richeft Treafure, 
and fwallow both us and them down toge- 
ther in one promifcuous Ruin. Oh ! how 
much Reafon is there for that Precept of our 
Lord's^ Lay not up for yourjehes Itreafurei 
ypon Earth *. The Earth may deceive you, 
it may demand, the Treafures it gave, and 
bury in its Bowels what once was dug with 
infinite Labour out of its Mines. - Go to 
Lisboriy or only frame to yourfelves an Idea 
of what that City once was, and what it now 
is, and learn from thence not to truft in un- 
certain Riches. Lisbon^ what Stores did it 
receive from the Lidies^ and how grandly did 
it fhinc in the fuperb Treafures and Orna^ 
mcnts of Silver and Gold ! But they were bu- 
ried in an Inftant, and the Earth with her 
Bars has inclofed them, it may be j^r ever'f. 
How many, it may be, that very Morning 
before this Calamity came, were boafting 
themfelves of their Wealth, and were ready 
to fay to their Souls, fFe have Goods laid up 
for many Tears ; let us eat^ drinks and be mer- 
ryX* But what Alteration did a few Mi- 
nutes make in their Circumftances, when 
the^ were flying from the " overwhelming 
Veftgeance, naked, and ftript of all their 
Poffemons, without Money, without Houfes, 

and 
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and without the neeeflary Provifions for their 
Hunger and Thirft ; and this too, if I am 
rightly informed, was the Cafe of the King 
himfelf; He that builds upon this Earth, 
builds upon the Sand, and it is but for the 
Flood of the Diving Anger to coine, and his 
Building, and his Foundations upon which 
he truftcd, are at once fwept away. HoW 
foolifli are they who truft their All to Infta- 
, bility and Vanity ! Let Permanency, Pcir- 
petxiity, and Eternity be the chofen Attri- 
butes, of oiir Portion; a. God that cbangetb 
not I a Saviour the fame Teflerday^ to Day^ and 
Jor ever : a City that has Foundations^ wbofe 
Builder and Maker is God * ; an Inheritance 

m 

incorruptible^ undejikd^ and that Jadeth not 
away •f : a far more exceeding great and 
eternal Weight of Glory % : and a Kingdom 
^j^hich cannot be moved * *. If our Pofleffions 
liere arc prcferved from the eating Corrup- 
tions of the Ruft and Moth, from the Plun- 
der of the Thief, from the Deftruftion of 
Fires, and the like more common Calami- 
ties, yet by this Inftance we fee that even 
the Earth itfelf is an infufficient Proteiltion, 
and that one Hour can fnatch away all our 
PolTeffions, ^ni^ fir etch out upon them the Line 
of Confufion^ and the Stones of Emptinefs |{. 

5 V. May 

* Iieb. XI. lo. f I Pet. 1.4. % 2 Con iv. J7» 
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y . May we ndt hear in the Speech of the 
Almighty, in the late Judgment, a Coafir- 
masioifi of Scripture-Pf ophecy ? Our Lord 
tells U6, in the Chapter in which he fpeakb 
of his fecond Coming, and anfwers the Dif- 
ciples Enquiry about the Signs of his Com- 
ing, and the End of the World, that we 
Jhmld bear qf Wars and Rumwrs of Wars ; 
aiiii ^bat Nations Jhould rtfe againft Ndtion^ 
and Kingdom againft Kingdom ; and that tbert 
Jbduld be Famine^ and Pejiilencey and Earth- 
quakes in divers Places *. And again he ac- 
quiaints us, there Jhdll be Signs in the Sun and 
in the Moon, and in the Stars, and upon tbfs 
Earth Di/irefs of Nations wifh Perplexity y the 
Sea J and the Waves roaring : (a Prophecy 
wHch dne would be apt to think lias been 
ikterally fulfilled in the late Turprifing and 
tremendous Commotion of the Waters) Mens 
fisarts failing them for Fear, and for Looking 
after tbofe Things which are coming on the 
Earth 5 for the Powers of Heaven JJ:all be 
fhdken \. As to the laft PafTagc, it fecms 
evidently dcfigned as a Prophecy of the Signs 
forerunning the Day of Judgment, fince it 
immediately follows, and then Jhall they fee 
the Son of Man coming in a Cloud with Power 
and great Glory ^. As to the former -Paflage, 

I know 

* Matth. xxiv. 6, 7. f Luke xxi. 25, %6. 
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1 know it may be objected, that it only f e- * 
{pcGts the Signs of the Deftrudlion of Jeru-* 
Jakm^ and not what was to happen after that 
dreadful Event in thfe future Ages of the 
World. Buti whoever confiders the Appli-» 
cation of Prophecy, together with what our 
Lord fays in evident Connection with this 
Paflage, Tbat the Go/pel of the Kingdom, 
Jhould be preached in the Worlds and then the 
End jhould come ; that is (as we mav ex-^- 
pound the Place in Anfwer to the Difciplcs. 
Queftion, about the End of the World) the 
End or Diflblution of Nature, may be in- 
duced to carry this Predidlion of our Lord's 
relating to Wars, Famines, Peftilencies, and 
Earthquakes beyond the Deftrudlion of /)^^- 
rufalentj into the after Succeffions of Time ^ 
and accordingly, a fagacious Expojitor^ thus 
underftands and interprets the Paflage. Let 
us learn then from thefe terrible Events, 
to increafe our facred Regards to Scripture, 
not only as our Refuge and Sandluary in the 
Day of Evil, but alfo, as thefe very Judg- 
ments, dark and dreadful as they may be in 
themfelves, fpread a glorious Evidence upon 
facred Writ, and, among a Crowd of accom- 
plilhed Prophecies, add their Weight and 
Luflxe to confirm us in the Belief of bur 
Bibles ; fo that, from thefe tremendous Con- 
vulfions in Nature, our Faith in God, and 

his 

» 
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his Son ,y^us Chriji. (hall grow more efta- 
bUflied, and we (hdl, by a due Attention to 
them in. the Light of Re velatioh/ obtain a 
growing Aflfurance that we hufie notfdlo'wi4 
cunningly de^ifed Fables ^ ' bu( *b9,v^ buill puf 
F^th upon a jurty and, by, thefe ' Evemi 
naanifcfted to be, 'a^moreJuriWord of l^ro^ 
pbecy *. Thus fliall our fbir itual Benefit 
arife from thefe dreadful DefolationS, an5 
thffe Earthquakes, that fliake the World^ 
fliall flxengthen the Foundations upon wh|cli 
our immortal Hopes are built. And tathi^ 
iPurpofe let me at leaft allude to that facred 
Paflage, that tella us, Whofe Voice thenJhoQ\ 
the Earth 5 huf now he bath promifed^ fiyi^Si 
yet once more I Jhake^ not the Earth only^ hut 
alfo Heaven. And this Wordy yet once morCf 
Jignijies the removing ofthofe things that are 
Jhaken^ as cf things that are made^ that thoje 
ibings which cannot be Jhakeny may remain^,, 
VI. And J. lajlly, In the *' late Earthquake 
we have a Kind of Premonition and awfuj 
Rfeprefentation of the End of die Worldi; 
The Convulfion of the Earth, the devour- 
ing Conflagration, and the Terrors and Over--' 
throw of mch a fplendid and opulent City a6 
Lijbonj methinks, may be confidcred as a 
Kind of Premonition of thp Diflolution of 
Nature. That God who fo foon tore up a* 

D . City 
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City from its Foundations, and fliook the 
Nations around, can, by the fame Omni- 
potence, break up this vaft material Frame. 
He who expunged one of the brighteft 
Spots, and leveled oiie of the biggeft Emi- 
uencies upon this Globe, can, whenever he 
pleafes, diflblve the Globe itfelf. We behold 
z Specimen and awful Earneft of the Power 
*)f the Almighty in taking down the Scaf- 
folding of Nature in this Devaftation, and it 
is but making it univerfal, and the leavens 
fhall pafs away with' a great Noife^ and the 
'Elements Jhall melt with fervent Heat^ and 
ibe Earth alfo^ and the Works that are ther^^ 
in Jhall he burnt up *. Before this great and 
terrible Day of the Lord comes, we have the 
Warnings and Heralds of it, and God "has 
fent forth his MeiTengers of Vengeance to 
ftdmonifli us that he will ere long rife in the 
Greatnefs of his Power; and not only deftroy 
Cities or Kingdoms, but even the World it- 
felf. And with how much Eafe and Ra- 
pidity the Almighty will accoipplifli this tre- 
mendous Work, we may learn from his own 
Word, And I Jaw a great white Throne^ an4 
him who fat on ityjrom whofeFace the Earth 
and the Heaven fled away, and there was 
found no Place for tfiem ^. The Almighty's 

Fiat 

♦ 2 Pet. iii. 10. 
t Rev. XX. II. Set Homer's Sublime, adorned with 
all the Pomp of good Words, heightened with ail the 

Loftinc& 



[ V ] 

Fiat at once created, and the Almighty's 
Look at pnce diflblves the Heaven and the 
Earth. And, as we may confider this dread- 
fill Cataftrbphe as a Kind of Premonition, 
fo may we not alfo regard it as an awful R e- 
prefentation of the End of the World : Be- 
hold a City great and magnificent, fliaken 
from its Foundations, and tumbled into Ruins I 
What the Earthquake fpares, the Fire has a 
Commiflion to deftroy, and the Havoc .be- 
gun by one Judgment is compleated by the 
Devaftation of the other. What a ftriking 
Embleni is here of the f^nal Deftrudion of ail 
Thij>gs at the laft Day, when the whole 
World (hall be confumed by Fire, and ther^ 
fhall be the mioft terrible Convulfion, and to- 
tal Wreck of Nature ? ^he Sun JJoall be dark- 
ened^ and the Moon Jhall not give her Lights 

D 2 and 

Lofcinefs of grand and ravifhing Numbers, and place 
St. yohrts Defcription of the AppcaraiKc of the Judge 
of the World near to it, only exprcfled in a few plain 
and common Words, and adorned with its own native 
Simplicity j and all the Brightnefs of the Poet will va- 
nifli, and be quite abforpt by the dazzling and rapturous 
Glory of the Apoftle, ' What is bending of fable Brows j 
fhaking of amhroftal Curls^ and Olympus trembling to the 
Centre^ to the Heaven and the Earth flying away before 
the Face of the Son of God ? I fay no more ; to enlarge 
upon,- and pretend to Uluflrate this PaiTage would be 
Prefumption, as well as loft Labour. "^Ou aVo Tr^occivu 
Itpvysv ?i yl^ 7^ i i^xvocy is fo plain, that it does not 
oeed,- fo piajeftick and grand that.ic difdains Commen-^ 
tary and Paraphrafe. 

JS/tfciv^/Z's Sacred Clafficks, Vol. I/p. 251, 25 z^ 



nn3. the Stars fijffU fall JhmHeavenj and tb^^ 
Powers oftloe 'Heavens jhall bejhaken^. By 
^be Foroe of one Element breaking loofe> 
and prevailing oyer the reft, all the wide 
Scenes and Glorie^s off Naturc> and all the 
{HiQud Wonders of Art fliall vanish and; ex-* 
j)ire m Smoke and Aihcs. Towers and 
X?m'ple$5 Pyramids and Palaces^ Towns and 
Citiegj Hillss Rcfck$, and Moxwitains, Land% 
?nii Seas. {hall all fink in one Mafs of Fire> 
be ;<fa(!iq<i out; / of.- Exiftence, and known 
$o more for ever. Let the View of this Fu- 
(leral of one City by Earthquake and Fire *}v 
Ipad our ; Thoughts to the Funeral of the 
World, by the like Miniflers of divine Ven*- 
geanx^e. - . , . . 

Having gathered the praftical Ufes of thls^ 
4r<?gdful and deplorable Calamity, and en- 
deavoured to derive divine Light and Im- 
provement from this Scene of natural Dark- 
nefs and Evil, I ihall conclude with two Ob- 
fef vations, and ah Addrcfs to two Sorts of 
Ifer^pus. .-; 

. .Obfervation L As to all Events that befal 
u^, let us be fplicitous to learn, and derive 
from them the Inftrucflions of He^en,' and 

x- fomc 

* Matth. XXIV. 29. 
: t The Earthquake, in five Minutes, deftroyed the 
Palace, Churches, and moft of the flateljr Buildings ; 
and the Flames Mfere ftill deftroying the Remains of the 
City, from one Extremity to the other, when tbe.Cou* 
rjer came away, Lmdon Gaz, Ncvmbar 29. 
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Ibnae real B?nefii tx) our better and Jihtnor- 
Ul Interef^s. Whatever Providences befal 
us, whether private or perfonal, or national 
and public, let us not merely feel^ tbem, a 
^eniation common witli Brutes themfelveSi 
I}Ut let us endeavour, as reafoqable and Tntel- 
ligent Creatures, and more cipeclally asChrif- 
tians» to improve them, and examine what 
i$ the Jntention of Providence in the Light of' 
Confcience and Scripture. Let us hear the 
Divine Voice in the. Difpenfations .of Provi- 
dence, and trace out the fecret, facred, and 
ufeful Leflbns contained in them, that they 
may not be n% Waters Jpilt upon the Ground^ 
that cannot he gathered up again *. If Pro- 
vidence fmiles upon us, let us own the Fa- 
YOjijir as coming from a good and gracious 
Go4j?.Jet it enliven our Gratitude and rraife, 
and invigorate our mof): cordial and dutiful 
Obedieivce : or, if Providence frowns upon 
u$, and Darlcnefs and Diflrefs furround . us, 
let us lay with pious ^ob^ Shew me wbere-^ 
fore thou ^ontendeji with me "f*. And let us 
be folicitous that not one Clpud of Affli^ion 
may pais oyer us, whether it be the Cloud 
that darkens whole Nations, or only piir 
particular Ten^ without (bedding down a. 
(piritual BlciHng uponour'Souls. We flxHJld^ 
walk with Gpd m Ocdinanccs, and walk 
with him in Providences i and pray, and 

n . ftrive, 

* % Sam. xir. 14. f Job x. 2. - 
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llrive, in a Dependance upon Divine Grace^ 
that by every Stroke of the Divine Hand, and 
Ijy every Stream of" the Divine Goodnefs, 
We may be brought nearer to our God : And 
particularly in the late dreadful Calamity, let 
trs adore the . Divine Power, and revere the 
Divine Juftice manifefted in it ; let us hear 
theiAlarm fo awfully founded to a careleft 
and guilty World ; let us learn the Inftability. 
df.terreftrial Enjoyments, and the general 
Frailty that overfpreads all human Things ; 
let our Faith, from thefe Heralds of our 
Lord's fecond Comings grovyr more confirmed 
in the Belief of Scripture, and let us ereft 
our Minds from thefe partial Ruins of our* 
Globe, and realize and contemplate a future 
Judgment, and a difTolving World. Thus? 
ihail -wholefome Fruits fpring from thefe 
Roots of Bitternefs, and divine Bleffings blot 
fom froth temporal Evils : and, while other 
carnal fenfual Minds ftagnate in fecond Caufes, 
or fink into inconfolable Darknefs and Def- 
pair, for Want of a God to fly to, and on 
whom to repofe, even Earthquakes (hall 
kindly diflblve our Attachment to Greatutes, 
arid Conflagrations lend us Winds to afcend 
to our God, our Saviour, and our heavenly 
^nd eternal Home« f^ 

"^Obfervaiion IL Should we not, fromi the 
depli^able Diftrefs of the furviving Inhabi- 
tants of Lifiorty be' excited tola tender Sym- 

2 . . . pathyjj 
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pathy, and earneft and importunate Inter- 
ceflions for them ? Surely they are Objefts 
of our Pity, as. they are our Fellow-Grea- 
turcs in the deepeft Afflidion ! And if they 
arc immerfed in Popijb Superftition, if thejtr 
Minds have been inflamed with 'PopiJhCxn^ 
elty, and if fome of them have liberailjjr 
fhed their Curfes upon us, ye#ftill let us4iot 
deny them our Compaffions; or be unwilling 
to exemplify the amiable and forgiving Ge- 
nius of the Gofpel, by anfwering their bitter 
Imprecations with our moft benevolent and 
cordial Prayers for the heft of Bleffings upon 
theni. Let us beg of God to inlighten their 
Minds, to give them Repentance unto Life, 
and let in the Gofpel in its cleareft Purity, 
and moft victorious Power among them. 
Let us befeech the Father of Mercies that 
he would be pleafed to fandbify the temporal 
LofTes of thefe SuflFerers, and abundantly to 
compenlate them with fpiritual Bleffings ; 
and that they, having feen the Emptinefs 
and Vanity of Treafures on Earth, and hav- 
ing chofen the Almighty for their Portion, 
and their All, might be enabled to repair the 
Breaches Providence has made among them, 
and raife their City frorii its Ruins, whofc 
Religion and L^l^s, and whofe Wealth iand 
Merchandize might be a Glory among the 
Nations, and become Holinejs to the Lord*.' 

And 

• ICxxiii. 1 8, 



'AndrHi^e I cgiinot but congratulate my 
Country upon the feafonable and tender Be- 
nevolence which the beft^ of Kings, I need 
npt fty that I mean King George, the Fa- 
ther of his Country, and indeed' of Man- 
kind, has ihewn towards thefe unhappy Suf- 
ferers, in exciting his Parliament to iend an 
ample . and e$e<5tual Relief to their deplo^ 
rable Necefiities. An Ad that iheds more 
Glories upon, hin» than the Crown he wears, 
and that will convey his Name down through 
the prefent and future Ages, with an Ho- 
nour that, as but few Kings have deferved, 
fo but hw can expert to inherit. Let this 
Inftance of Royal Generofity filence every 
malignant Tongue, if any fuch can poffibly 
be found aniong us 5 let it flievv Princes what 
they ought to be ; let it melt down Popijh 
Rancour and Malice, and be diffufively 
fpread over Europe to fcatter every Sufpicion 
or Surmiie, that may be raifed and propa- 
gated by French Artifice and Falfhood, that 
our King wants Tendernefs for the Lives 
and Felicities of Mankind, and that he is the 
Author of the War that has been kindled in 
America^ and nowfeems to be fpreadingits 
Flames into Europe. 

Having given you th^ Obfervations J 
thought proper to make, I mall add to them 
aa Addreft to two Sorts of Perfonsw 
. L Let 
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h Let tne addrefs myfelf to Sinners. 
And learn from hence the Neceffity of a bet- 
ter Treafare than what the World can af- 
ford^^aod an immediate Preparation for Death 
and Eternity, You evidently fee that the 
Root of human Grandeur goes up as Rotten- 
nefs, aitd its Bloflbm as the Duft ; that a 
Portion upon Earth is a very precarious In- 
heritance, which may (bon be taken from 
you ; that you yourfelves may be deflroyed 
by fome fudden Vengeance of the Almighty; 
and that your Houfes, where you now find 
your Retreat and Reft, and enjoy, it may 
be, the Delights and Elegancies of Life^ 
may by one Convulfion of the Earth be 
made the Sepulchres of Deftru^^tion. And 
what is the Inference refulting from thefe 
Confiderations, but tha( you (hould feek 
lifter more durable Pofleflions than what the 
World can give, and that you {hould ever 
hold yourfelves in a Readinefs to rneet the 
Arreft of Death, and your Difmifiion into 
the Eeernaji State i Behold nwi is the accepted 
Timej and behold turw is the Day of Salvd-- 
tion *. ^0 Day if you will bear his Voice ^ 
harden mt your Hearts §♦ You have often 
heard the Speech of God in his Ordinances, 
and now you hean; his Speech to you in his 
Providences. Let them not all be in vain, 
but let. the Invitations of the firft confpire 

E with 

• a Cor. vi. a. § Hcb. iii^ 15. 
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With the Terrors of the laft, and efFeftually 
prevail upon you to fly from Sin and the 
World to Hohnefs arid Heaven. ' The Door 
of Mercy is • fet open before you, and you 
are earneftly defired to enter by it, and find 
'Reft and Salvation 'for your Souls. God is 
befeeching you to be reconciled ^ to him/elf*. 
Amazing Condefcention and Grace! As if 
the Advantage of the Peace would be the 
Almighty's, and not yours ^ or as ifyou wis 
the great Superior, and hfe the Inferior in 
this awful Coritroverfy ; whereas he nvho be* 
JeecbeSi is poffeffed of- boundlefe Perfedion, 
arid you ^ho are be fought ^ are but Worms 
at his Footftool, and might in tf Moment be 
caft into Hell, without any Diminution to 
his Greatnefs, or the' leaft Abatement to his 
effentiai and immutable Felicity* . If you 
will but now repent, and turn to Grid, and 
believe upon, and accept his Son Jefus Chrift 
as your Saviour, ther^ is no Reafon for De- 
fpair, no, nor for the fcaft doubtful Mtf- 
;ivin^ or Sufpicion of the Divine Mercy i 
5od vvill cover over all your Sins in cver- 
lafting Oblivion, though numerous in- Mul-^ 
titude' as the Sands on the Sea-fhore, and 
though vaft in Aggravations as the great 
Moun&ins. He will receive you gracioufly, 
and love you freely ; and his Favour here 
fhall be crowned with the blifsful Enjoyment 

of 

• % Coy. V. ao, 
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of himfelf for. ever. O, that as the JSarth'^ 
quake at our Lord's Death rent the RocM 
afunder* fo the .Renewal of the fame Ter-» 
ror in our World may, be .followed with ai^ 
like» but; an happier EfFedt,. the breaking the . 
fUll harder Rock in. your Hearts! Don't trifle^ •, 
don't 4clay when your Breath is in your No-» 
firilS) when your immortal Spirits have no«^ 
thing ^)ut;;that Wall of brittle Clgy to keep 
o£F devouring Fires and everlafting Burnings^ . 
and when the very Earth on which ypu> 
fland, may; iii an Inftant^ cleave afunder^ ; 
crufli your B^es in its devoyring Jaws, and 
difmifs your guilty Souls to the.Gulph of 
Hell. ; Nature feems to be in a general Com^ . 
motion around us $ Wars, Conflagrations^ and 
Earthquakes are marched out in Conjun(5tion 
againft a guilty World. Ar^d fhall Man, for . 
whom the. Storm is raifed, and againfl whom 
it rages, be the only ftupld, infeafible Crea- 
ture, and be rocked, to Reft by thofe very 
Terrors which are fent.to awake htm ? What 
meanejl tbaUy O Sleeper $ Arifey call upon Oodi 
if fo be that God noill think upon m, that we 
perijh not *• Beholdy^he flandi at the Door 
and knocks ^ open to hiin ; or> if thou findeft 
an hard^ impenitent, and unbelieving Heart 
obftrudting iiis Admifllon, pray to him who 
knocks, that he would foften, fanftify, and 

E 2 fubduc 
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. . * Jonah i. vi. 
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fttbdue it, and enable thee, without Delay , 
and with the nioft cordial WiHiftgnefs, to 
unbar the everlafting Gates and Doors, and 
give a free Paffage, and a joyful Welconic to 
the King of Grace and Glory. Oh ! that 
God would make diis Day of Darknefs and 
Diftrefs a Day of Light and Comfort to thy 
Soul, that, like the Philippian Jailor, terri- 
fied with the Earthquake reeling under hiin, 
thou may'ft cry out in- a like Eameftnefr of. 
Soul, What Jball I do to he faved^f AaA 
may^ft never find the Terrors of thy Spirit al- 
layed till thou art fafely hoitfed' by a j&ving ^ 
Faith, accompanied with a fincere evangeli- 
cM Repentance, m jfefiiSy the Ark of Salw- 
tion. Who is arilSding^PlaCe frmrtbe Wind^ 
and a Covert from the Tempefl'f^ and is able 
tofave to the uttermo/i all thofe who come unto 
Chd byi himy feeing be ever lives td make LiNT" 
cefjionfor them :};. 

11. LctmeaddrcfsmyfclftoSaiptJ; And, 
I . Give all Diligence that you niay have 
the clear and unclouded Evidences of a 
Work of Grace in 3rour Souls. 'Jk% you give 
gOQd Evidence that God has beguh his good 
Work upon you, be folicitous that you may 
trace it upon your Hearts, and enjoy its 
Light and Comforts. Let fuch alarming 
Events quicken your diligent Enquiry, and 
converfe with yourielves, that fo you may be 

prepared, 

* A£ls xvi. 30, f lia. xxxil 2. % Heb. vii. 25. . 
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prepared) not only habitually,, but adually 
prepared to meet your God, though tt(hould 
be in the Way of his moft awful J udgments. 
Amidft a trembling and convulfed World, 
let us beg more earneilly, that we may have 
the Comforts of the Holy Ghoft, the Spirit 
ofjid^HoHi the Spirit witneffing with our 
Spirits that we an the Children of God^^ 
that fb we may be ready for Death, whether 
he fits down before thefe Houfes of Clay in 
the Sf^es of common Pains and Sicknefe, 
or whether he marches out againft us with 
his more Molent tremendous Artillery of 
Peftilence, 8word* Conflagration, or Earth- 
quake. Happy Souh they, who hiave-an 
heavenly ligbt within, when aU is Darknefs 
and Diftrw ftbrpad ! {iappy Souls they, who 
feel themfelvds ikfeon the Rock of Ages, when 
the World is trembling and tottering around 
them ! God is our Refuge and Strength^ a 
very prejent Help in Trouble : therefore will 
n§e not fear though the Earth be remove d^ and 
though the Mountains be carried into the Midfi 
of the Sea : Though the Waters- thereof roar^ 
and be tnouUed^ though the Mountains fhake 
with the Swelling thereof. T.here is a River ^ 
(a River that ftill fiows^ and a River whofe 
Waters tafte but the fweeter amidd all this 
ConvuUion and Ruin) the Streams whereof 
/hall? make glad the City of Godi the holy 

Place 

' f Rpm. viiii i6. 
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Place of the l*al?ernacles of the Mfiji IJigb ** - 
.' 2. Let Saints henceforth be .more holy 
afid heavenly^ feeing thefe dreadful Events 
hefal our World, and feeing,. we know not 
how foon the like Calamities rjnay vifit 
our Land and City. . What^ Manner of Per- 
fim ought we to be in all holy. Converjation - 
aAd' Godlinefs -f ? What Beauties or Ho* ^ 
linefs, and what Rays of Glory ought 
to (hine over our Conduft, fince we know 
j^ojt how .foon we fliall end this mortal 
tife, and be called to appear. before God ! 
Tht Stage on which we iland tiotters under 
US; let us then a£t well upon it, that fo, 
whether we have a DifmiiBon.from'it in the 
common Way, or whether it brfeaks or di£^ . 
folves at once, we may be found fo doing §. The 
lefs Time we have in which to (erve God 
aijd our Gpneratioui and prune our Wings 
for Flight, the .more afliduous and fervent 
lef us be in our Work ; and we fliould learn 
to crowd a long. Life of Ufefulnefs, within 
the Limits of a few Days or Moments* 
Thus {hall we be prepared for every Event, 
and triumph, .that Life and Deaths Things 
prefent and Hings to come^ are all ourz\. 
And a Saint of God, and an Heir pf Glory, 
fliall as furely find his Way to Heaven from 
under the Ruins of an Earthquake, or even 
the Diflblution of Nature, as.j&om a peace- 
ful 

♦ Pfal. xlvi. I — ^. f. 2 Pet. iii. ii. 
§ Matth. xxiv. 46. || i Cor. iii. 22. 
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ful Pillow, and the laft Embraces of tender 
weeping Friends, 

3, And la/ily. Live more in the Exercifc 
of a Divine Faith. Every Day renew your 
A(9:s of Faith upon God and Chrift, Every 
Day take a View of the Covenant of Grace,, 
its Stability, Comforts, and Fulnefs. Every 
Day look by Faith into the other World, 
and ballance the ' Lofs of fleeting Enjoy- 
ments and fugitive Shadows with invifible 
Realities, anB fttbftantial and evcrlaftihg Glo- , 
ries. We look not at the things which are 
feeriy hut at the Things which are not feen^ for 
the Things which arefeen are temporal^ but the. 
Things which are notfeen are eternal *. Let 
there be a Sort of a divine Revenge pradifed 
by you upon a difappointing faithlcfs World ; 
and, as it is fo falfe and uncertain, do you, 
for that Reafbn, not truft it any more, biit 
transfer your Hopes and your Hearts to fh^t 
Country, where are Riches of Glory by Chrift 
Jcfus, and where Immutability and Eternity 
are their Attributes and their Guardians, Ere 
long this Curtain will drop, and. let in etei:- 
nal Day. Draw it afide 1^ Faith now, a4id 
look into the Regions of heavenly Life and 
Joy 5 and may thefe Convulfions of Earth pre- 
pare you for, and more powerfully recom- 
mend to your Efteem and Choice, /A^ Inhe- 
ritance incorruptible^ undefiledy and thai fades 
not away J refervedin Heaven for you +. 

AN 

* 2 Cor. iy. i8, f i Pet. i. 4. 
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Compofed from the Heads of the 

Discourse. 

vyHILE guilty Worms, juft born to 

' Swell into Rage, and vengeful Strife ; 
The dread Supreme his Pow'r awakes, 
And Earth from her Foundations (hakes. 

• 
Cities, the Wealthy and Auguft, 
Reel, rend, and (hatter into Duft ; 
On Thoufands burfl:s th* avoidlefs Weight, 
Crufti'd in th' immeafurable Fate. 

Great Lord of All, what Sparks Divine 
Gf Vengeance in thy Conduct (hine I 
'Tis Guilt provokes thefe dire Alarms 
And fets th' Omnipotent in Arms. 

O, may the World thy Terrors own. 
And humbly bend before thy Throne ! 
That PowV, that Rocks afunder parts, 
vCan break ev a adamantine Plearts. 



Of 
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Of glitt-fji^ Dufll: we boaft no mo;;?^ . 
No more to Earth ^entrufl: oiir StorC;> 
That- rends a wicle--expanding Qraw, 
And 0nk^ the goldea Wealth it ^vc^ 

Our Hopes fhall now afcehd oh fcigh^ 
And feek a Trea&re in the Sky 5 
The Mineg above are rich «nd ,pur^, 
And, as Eterjiityi jfecuw. 

No more the Shocks that fhake our Ball 
Shall our triumphant Faith appall : 
Jesus, thy Word foretells thefe Signs, 
Thy Glory thro* their Terrors fhines* 

Bleft Word of Grace, to thee we fly. 
When Tempefts roar, and Fears run highjl 
Our Anchor feels a firmer Ground 
In thee, when Nature quakes ^roond. 

Should Earth from its Foundations ftart. 
Should Mountains from dicir Seats depart;^^ 
Should Ruin mix the Land and Seas, 
An Heir of Heaven may fmile at Eafe; 

Welcome, O welcome, haft'ning Day, 
Whofe Heralds now prepare thy Way, 
That kindles the devouring Flanie, 
And melts this vail material Frame. 
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With dauntlcfs Souls, and Look ferene, 
Our Faith fliall triumph o er the Scene, 
And an uninjur'd Portion boaft. 
When Worlds with all their Wealth are loft* 

'Tishid with Christ, 'tis fafe above 
In All-Sufficiency and Love 5 
And o'er the Ruin we (hall rife. 
And gain th' unperifhable Skies. 
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